INTRIGUES

tiality for the warlike tendency in French politics can
hardly have been unconnected with her devotion to the
Catholic Church and the Pope. If French policy and
Louis Napoleon's personal relation to the Italian move-
ment rendered it impossible for the Emperor and Empress
to satisfy the Pope in Italy, the Empress would, in case of
victory, have been able to show her devotion to the Pope
in Germany, and on this domain would have provided a
fiche de consolation, even if an inadequate one, for the
injuries which the Papal See had sustained in Italy with
and by means of Napoleon's concurrence.

After the peace of Frankfort, if a Catholic party, no
matter whether Royalist or Republican, had remained at
the helm in France, it would scarcely have been possible
to postpone the renewal of war for so long a time. In
that case there would have been a fear that the two neigh-
bouring powers against whom we had made war, Austria
and France, would approach one another on the ground of
their common Catholicism, and make a joint attack on us,
and the circumstance that both in Germany and in Italy
there was no lack of elements with whom denominational
sympathies were stronger than national, would serve to
strengthen and encourage such a Catholic alliance. It
was impossible to predict whether, in face of it, we should
find allies; at any rate, it would have been in the power
of Russia, by joining the Austro-French alliance, to develop
it into a preponderating coalition, as in the Seven Years'
war, or, at any rate, to keep us in a state of dependence,
under the diplomatic pressure of this possibility.

The re-establishment of a Catholic monarchy in France
would have greatly increased the temptation to seek
revenge with the help of Austria. On this account I con-
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